
The text of this document has been electronically scanned from an original print copy. 
Freedom from errors or omissions cannot be guaranteed. 

 

 

 

[Continue page 510] 
 

TUESDAY, 24 MARCH, 1891. 
 

Judiciary-Adjournment. 
 

The PRESIDENT took the chair at 11 a.m. 

 

JUDICIARY 

 

The PRESIDENT: I have received a rather lengthy letter from Mr. Justice Richmond, a judge of 

the Supreme Court of New Zealand, in reference to the crea- [start page 511] tion of a judiciary for 

Australia. I think it is too long to be recorded in the ordinary way. 

 

Sir JOHN DOWNER: Refer it to the Judiciary Committee! 

 

The PRESIDENT: I have shown the letter to the hon. member, Mr. Clark, the chair, two of that 

committee, and I was going to suggest that some hon. member should move that it be printed. I think 

that would be the best course. 

 

Mr. DIBBS: What is the letter about? 

 

The PRESIDENT: It is couched in unobjectionable terms, and it contains the opinions of a judge 

of some eminence upon certain features of the judiciary. 

 

Mr. CLARK: I wish to state that the President handed the letter to me as chairman of the 

Judiciary Committee, and asked me to make any observations upon it I thought fit. I have written a 

number of observations, and have had them printed, and I am quite prepared to move that the letter 

and my observations thereon be printed, not only for the use of the Judiciary Committee, but for the 

use of the whole Convention. I move: 

 

That the letter sent by Mr. Justice Richmond, together with Mr. Clark's notes thereon, be printed. 

 

Mr. ADYE DOUGLAS: I would suggest that the letter be read! 

 

The PRESIDENT: It will take a long time to do that. I have already explained that I have adopted 

the course of handing the letter to the hon. member, Mr. Clark, who undertook to read it, to see if it 

was of such a nature that no objection could be offered to its being printed. We have the assurance of 

the hon. member, Mr. Clark, that there is no objection whatever to the printing of the letter, and, 

indeed, that it is a valuable contribution to our proceedings. 

 

Mr. ADYE DOUGLAS: It seems to me that anything connected with our proceedings, if it is of 

sufficient importance to be referred to a committee, is also of sufficient importance to be referred to 

the Convention. 

 

Mr. CLARK: The hon. member will be able to have printed copies of it! 

 

The PRESIDENT: I will undertake to have it printed during the day. 

 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 



 

ADJOURNMENT. 

 

Sir SAMUEL GRIFFITH: I have had the honor of being elected chairman of the Committee on 

Constitutional Powers and Functions, and I have to inform the Convention that that committee has not 

yet finished its labours, and is not in a position to bring up the report which it was instructed to 

prepare. I therefore have to suggest that some hon. gentleman should move that the Convention now 

adjourn. I think it would be convenient if hon. gentlemen generally approve, for the Convention to 

meet again on Thursday afternoon, as at that time we shall be able at any rate to give the Convention 

some definite information as to when they may expect the full report of the committee. I think it, is 

right to add that I have with some surprise seen published in the daily press what purport to be reports 

of the committees on finance and judiciary. One of those reports has been handed to the committee on 

constitutional powers in part-not complete, the other has not been handed to them at all, and I have 

reason to believe that what purports to be a copy of it in the press, is not a copy of the report that the 

committee has prepared. I mention the fact because it is very inconvenient that the proceedings of the 

select committee, which it was understood would be kept private, at any rate until they were complete, 

should appear in the press before hon. members of the Convention see them. As a matter of courtesy, 

if not of parliamentary practice, hon. members are entitled to see the reports first. I do not know, nor 

does any other [start page 512] hon. member, how this happened; but I think it right to call attention to 

it, and to express my very great regret that it has happened. 

 

Mr. ABBOTT: I beg to move: 

 

That the Convention do now adjourn until Thursday afternoon, at half-past 2. 

 

Question proposed. 

 

The PRESIDENT: I am requested to state that the officials at the table have had nothing whatever 

to do with the publication of the reports. They have been very careful-even scrupulously so-to destroy 

the very paper that had been used by members of the committees. How these particular reports 

obtained publicity I, with the hon. and learned member, Sir Samuel Griffith, cannot form any 

conception whatever. I can only say that I have not seen them myself. 

 

Mr. MUNRO: As chairman of the Finance Committee, I must confess that I was very much 

surprised this morning when I saw that one of the morning newspapers contained what purports to be 

a report of that committee, and also what purports to be a report of the other committee. As the Vice-

President has said, I handed to the chairman of the committee on constitutional powers a copy of the 

report of the Finance Committee, as far as it went, very late yesterday afternoon, and the appendices 

to that report have not been handed to him yet. I noticed, however, that copies of that report were 

distributed to hon. members either through the post or by hand last night. For instance, when I 

returned to the hotel late last night I found that a copy had been sent to me. It is quite possible that 

some members of the committee did not receive the report last night, and, as reporters are generally 

anxious to pick up anything going about, they, may have got it in that way. I do not believe that any 

member of the committee gave the report to the press, nor that any of the officials did. It must, 

therefore, have got into the hands of the reporters in some way which we do not know anything at all 

about. With regard to the question of the adjournment, I think that for the convenience of hon. 

gentlemen we ought to know what we are expected to do. I know that it is very pleasant for all of us to 

be in Sydney, but I shall not be able to go on with my business in future if I remain here much longer. 

Our entertainment will be too good, and life too pleasant for us to go back to work any more. But if 

we are to remain here over the Easter holidays, we ought to know Something as to why we are to be 

kept here. If it is merely for us to be called here on Thursday afternoon to be informed that there is 

nothing for us to do, I think it will be very much better for us to adjourn until Tuesday morning. This 

would enable those of us who can afford the time to take a run back to our different colonies, and to 

attend to some business there which we cannot possibly do here. I merely mention this for the purpose 

of doing what is most convenient for hon. delegates; for unless we receive some assurance that when 



we meet on Thursday we shall be called upon to proceed with business, I do not think any good will 

result from meeting then for an hour or two, and then being told we cannot meet again until the 

following Tuesday. I think that under these circumstances it would be far better that the adjournment 

should take place until next Tuesday, when we should expect the Committee would be prepared to lay 

the bill before us, and we would go straight on. 

 

Mr. CLARK: As chairman of the Judiciary Committee I wish to say that I was as much surprised 

as was the Vice-President and the chairman of the Finance Committee, to see what purported to be a 

report of the Judiciary Committee in one of the newspapers this morning. That report is a copy of the 

first draft that was [start page 513] brought up, and evidently a copy in that imperfect state went astray 

and got into the reporters hands. It is very incorrect in some paragraphs. It contains paragraphs that 

will not appear when the report comes up, and it does not contain several paragraphs that will appear 

in the report when it comes up. 

 

Mr. BARTON: I think some hon, members, I do not allude to those who live out of Australia, 

might have an opportunity to go home for a couple of days, if it is not certain that we shall have the 

bill by next Thursday. I invite the attention of hon. members more particularly to the suggestion of the 

hon. member, Mr. Munro. It does seem that it would be a pity for the Convention, which requires a 

quorum of twenty-five members, to meet here next Thursday unless We are certain of having business 

to go on with on that day, and it would be better for hon. gentlemen who can do so to go to their 

homes and not be brought here until next Tuesday. 

 

Sir SAMUEL GRIFFITH: I think I may say that there is very little probability that the committee 

will be able to make a complete report by Thursday. There is a great deal of mechanical work to be 

done in the printing office and elsewhere, and the committee as a whole must have an opportunity of 

revising that work carefully before they bring up their report. I think it is physically impossible that it 

can be ready by Thursday, but we may be able to give the Convention more definite information then. 

On the other hand I think there is little doubt that on Tuesday morning the committee will be able to 

make a complete report on their labours. 

 

Mr. BAKER: Will it not, be possible, Sir, for the committee, when their report is ready, to send a 

copy through the post to each member of the Convention, so that he may be able to study its contents, 

and be ready to go on with its consideration when the Convention meets again? If we see the report 

for the first time on Tuesday it will be very difficult for us-certainly for myself, and I believe for most 

hon. members-to grasp its whole meaning and intent on Tuesday morning, and go straight on then 

with its consideration. 

 

Sir SAMUEL GRIFFITH: Quite impossible! 

 

Mr. BAKER: I would, therefore, suggest if it is feasible that as soon as it is ready, even if we do 

adjourn, the committee circulate the report among the members of the Convention. 

 

Sir JOHN BRAY: I think there is a good deal in the suggestion of my hon. friend. Perhaps it will 

be understood that if the report of the Constitutional Committee is ready before Tuesday, if we 

adjourn until then its chairman may hand it to the President who can cause a copy to be sent to each 

member of the Convention so that it may be perused before we meet on Tuesday. 

 

Sir SAMUEL GRIFFITH: Confidentially! 

 

Sir JOHN BRAY: I do not know that it matters really very much once the committee agree to the 

form in which they are going to submit their report to the Convention if it is made public then. For it 

cannot be altered after it is handed in to the President as the final report of the committee. I think we 

should have the report, if possible, before we meet as a body again. 

 



Mr. THYNNE: I rise to move, by way of amendment, that the Convention do adjourn until 

Tuesday next at half-past 2 o'clock 

 

Mr. ABBOTT: I am quite willing to withdraw my amendment and to propose in lieu thereof the 

adjournment of the Convention until Tuesday afternoon at half-past 2 o'clock. If the Convention 

adjourns until Tuesday afternoon; hon. members will be able to get a copy of the report as, soon as it 

is brought up. I do not think it is desirable that the reports [start page 514] should be made public until 

they are submitted to the Convention. Hon. members will have Tuesday afternoon and Tuesday 

evening to consider the reports, and the Convention can meet on Wednesday morning. Therefore, with 

concurrence, I withdraw my motion, and move in its stead: 

 

That the Convention at its rising do adjourn until Tuesday next at half-past 2 o'clock. 

 

Mr. DIBBS: I desire to say a word or two as to the suggestion made by the hon. member, Sir John 

Bray. I submit that as soon as the report of the Constitutional Committee is prepared, and finally 

adopted, it should be handed to the press. 

 

An HON. MEMBER: No, to the President! 

 

Mr. DIBBS: It is all very well for the hon. member to say, "No"; but he represents only a part of 

the public out of doors. The moment the report leaves the hands of the committee it must come before 

the Convention. I want to point out that we, as representatives of the public, have a right to give the 

people of Australia the earliest possible intimation of what we are doing. Now, if the report is laid on 

the table on Tuesday, the public will know its contents through the press on Wednesday morning, and 

if they can get that information on Tuesday morning, why should we attempt to keep it back for one 

hour or twenty-four hours? What we are doing will be fully criticised throughout the country. The 

public have a right to this information at the earliest moment, and it is almost reducing our 

proceedings to a farce to withhold the knowledge after the reports have finally left the committees. It 

is far better to give the press a fair and true copy of the report than to have a garbled edition published 

in Tuesday's or Wednesday's papers. I think that if that idea is embodied in the motion it will meet 

with the approval of hon. members here. I am quite certain unless we do that people out of doors will 

say that by our action we are depriving them of the right of knowing what we are doing to the fullest 

possible extent. 

 

Sir JOHN DOWNER: As regards the confidential circulation of the report at any reasonable time 

before Tuesday, I entirely agree with the suggestion; but as regards its publication in the press, I think 

my hon. friend, Mr. Dibbs, forgets that probably when the committees present their reports they 

would like to give a short explanation of the reasons for the conclusions at which they have arrived 

before submitting their reports baldly to be commented upon by others. I think it is only a reasonable 

thing that the committees, through their chairmen, should have an opportunity of explaining their 

reasons before their reports are made matters of public comment. 

 

Mr. BARTON: I think that there is a great deal of cogency in what has been said by the hon. 

member, Sir John Downer. Any measure which is brought up by a committee and laid before the 

public without such explanation as the committee will undoubtedly give at the hands of their chairman 

is liable to misconstruction. Moreover, we are proceeding according to the rules of Parliament. 

Certainly our standing order applies only to debates, but by analogy we are proceeding in all respects, 

I hope, according to the rules of Parliament, and it would be an unheardof thing that a committee 

instructed to, report should place their report in the hands of members, and so necessarily in the hands 

of the public, because the experience of the last two or three days shows that the two things are one 

and the same, to some intents and purposes at any rate. It would be a mistake that these reports should 

be handed about at all until the committees come forward in an authoritative way and explain the 

reasons for adopting the conclusions at which they have arrived. I am sure it will not do hon. members 

any good [start page 515] to have the report put in their hands, not being themselves cognisant of the 

proceedings of the committee and of the manner in which the conclusions were arrived at, until the 



various reasons which actuated the committee one way or the other are fully explained. That will be 

done when the bill is introduced, and no doubt a statement will be made when a report is brought up 

by the chairman of the committee. I think we might well, for the purpose of adhering to a rule which 

has worked out well, and which is the result of long experience, possess ourselves in patience until we 

in the ordinary and proper way get the reports of the committees. That can be done, we are assured, by 

Tuesday next. I am quite sure the President can scarcely know, unless this debate develops the sense 

of the Convention as a sort of instruction to him, what to do with the report when it reaches him. He 

will not know whether he ought to have the report printed and circulated amongst hon. members or 

whether he ought to wait until the committees, through their chairmen, move the adoption of the 

reports. I think he is entitled to have the sense of the Convention on that point. I would suggest that 

unless grave reason can be given for the course, the ordinary parliamentary procedure should not be 

intermitted. 

 

Mr. J. FORREST: The only objection I have to the ordinary parliamentary procedure in this 

instance is that it will involve delay. If we receive the report of the committee on Tuesday afternoon, 

it will be necessary to adjourn until Wednesday or Thursday, so that hon. members may consider the 

report and bill, whereas if the bill were ready on Saturday it might be in the hands of hon. members by 

Saturday evening, thus giving them a day or two to consider it before the Convention reassembled. It 

seems to me that however convenient it may be to those gentlemen who are resident in Sydney, and 

who are able to carry on their own business at the same time that they attend to their duties at this 

Convention, and to those gentlemen who can go home and return in a day, to follow the ordinary 

parliamentary procedure, it will be inconvenient for those who come from a long distance. Speaking 

for myself, I can only say that I should be very glad to remain here for a considerable time, but the 

exigencies of the public service will not permit of my doing so. I may say that I and my colleagues 

have taken our return passages to Western Australia by a steamer leaving Adelaide on the 15th April, 

and that it will be impossible for us to remain here longer than that. 

 

Mr. CLARK: The labours of the Convention will be completed by that time! 

 

Mr. J. FORREST: I think the proposal of the hon. member, Mr. Barton, will cause several days 

delay. Of course we all regret the appearance in the press of garbled reports of the deliberations of the 

committee. At the same time I see no reason whatever why the report of the committee should not be 

submitted to members of the Convention confidentially at the earliest moment. I therefore move: 

 

That a copy of the report of the Committee on Constitutional Machinery, so soon as prepared, be 

forwarded by the President to the delegates of this Convention. 

 

Mr. BAKER: I second the motion. 

 

Mr. MUNRO: I presume that this is an amendment which cannot be moved upon a motion for the 

adjournment of the Convention? 

 

The PRESIDENT: I have no doubt the hon. member, Mr. Abbott, will withdraw his motion of 

adjournment. 

 

Mr. ABBOTT: I am quite willing to withdraw my motion, although what had moved was not that 

the Convention do now adjourn, but that it should at its rising adjourn until Tuesday next. 

 

[start page 516] 

The PRESIDENT: Before putting the motion of the hon. member, Mr. J. Forrest, I do not know 

whether I shall be deemed in order if I make two or three observations. 

 

HON. MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

 



The PRESIDENT: I think the hon. member, Mr. J. Forrest, and others who agree with him, will 

see at once that if the report be not ready before the end of the week it will be impossible for it to 

reach him in Western Australia, or even in South Australia, or in Victoria, in time to be considered 

before the Convention meets on Tuesday next. 

 

Mr. J. FORREST: I shall be here! 

 

The PRESIDENT: I understood the hon. member's first argument to be this: that the course 

proposed by the hon. member, Mr. Barton, was all very well for persons on the spot, but that those at 

a distance were differently situated. I understood that argument to imply that the hon. member would 

be leaving Sydney. 

 

Mr. J. FORREST: No! 

 

The PRESIDENT.: If the hon. member remains in Sydney, that argument is not of much use. But 

it would be hardly proper for me to say much on that aspect of the question. I do wish, however, to 

impress upon members of the Convention that while this proceeding would be very irregular it would 

be productive of scarcely any good whatever. It is hardly right for a report to be considered, as 

proposed, until it is produced in the Convention with such light as its authors can throw upon it, and I 

doubt very much whether the mode of proceeding with this report and the bill attached to it, when it is 

forthcoming, will not be of a character very similar to that of the second reading and consideration in 

detail of an ordinary bill in Parliament, and whether, therefore, the proceedings will not be of a 

character that would render it extremely difficult for the public to understand the matter until it has 

been, to some extent, debated in the Convention. I think, therefore, that it would be an inadvisable 

course on all grounds-quite irregular, according to the proceedings of any legislative body-and that it 

would be really productive of no good. Beyond expressing that opinion, I have nothing further to say, 

except that I am very glad the motion has been made, so that, if the course of distribution, as 

proposed, be followed, it may be under the strict orders of the Convention. 

 

Question proposed. 

 

Mr. MUNRO: I agree with you, sir, that the proposed course is quite irregular. I may say also that 

it would be quite ineffective. I am assured by delegates upon the committee, that the time at their 

disposal for the preparation of a draft constitution, and for the submission of it to their own body will 

be quite short enough, supposing the Convention reassembles on Tuesday afternoon, and considering 

that the holidays intervene. If that be so, of what use will it be for us to pass a resolution which is not 

only contrary to the standing orders we have already adopted, but which in itself would be ineffective. 

 

Mr. BAKER: It is not contrary to the standing orders! 

 

Mr. MUNRO: We have agreed to be guided by the standing orders of the House of Commons, 

and those orders certainly do not permit of copies of bills being sent to members of the House of 

Commons before they are brought before the house itself. That, so far as I am aware, is not done by 

any deliberate body, and it would be contrary to all precedent to adopt the course on this occasion. I 

am as anxious as as my hon. friend, the Prime Minister of Western Australia, to save time, and I am 

sure that the proposed course will not save time. But I would like to point out to hon. members the 

way in which I think it can be saved. What [start page 517] I would suggest is, that when the bill is 

submitted to us on Tuesday afternoon next we should thenceforward make up our minds to refuse all 

entertainment, and to meet in the evening, as well as during the day, until we have, completed our 

consideration of the bill. Our whole attention should be directed to dealing with the bill, and if that be 

done we shall all get away by the 15th April. That is the proper way to proceed-to let everything else 

go, and when we have got the bill before us, to pay attention to nothing else until we have done with 

it. To carry this motion would be subversive of all the rules and precedents of Parliament. It would be 

absolutely useless to the committee, and it would not be right to send a copy of the report or of the bill 

to members before it is submitted to the Convention. 



 

Mr. DONALDSON: I am as desirous as any hon. member can be to see the report as soon as 

possible. At the same time I think we should be adopting a very wrong course if we ordered it to be 

distributed before it is presented to the Convention in the usual way as is done in Parliament. There 

will probably be a discussion on Tuesday afternoon, and it will be well to have the debate, which then 

takes place, published in the newspapers simultaneously with the report and bill. If the report be 

circulated before the debate takes place it is more than likely that it will be published in the 

newspapers. The newspapers may make adverse comments upon it, and it would probably take a great 

deal of time and trouble for us to eradicate the effect which such comments will have on the public 

mind. It will be far better for us to wait patiently for the report. It should be considered fully by the 

committee before it reaches the Convention, and we should not try to hurry the committee in any way 

whatever. Such a course would be far better for every member of the Convention. I trust the hon. 

member, Mr. J. Forrest, will not persevere with the motion. 

 

Sir JOHN BRAY: If we were meeting from day to day it would be exceedingly objectionable for 

the report to be made public before it was handed in to the Convention; but as, owing to the Easter 

holidays, we propose to adjourn for a week, it is the height of absurdity to imagine that if this report 

be agreed to on Saturday night, and the delegates remain in Sydney, they will be satisfied to wait until 

Tuesday to know what that report is. We ought to adhere to parliamentary practice as far as we 

possibly can, and if we were meeting every day I should be quite willing to wait for the report until it 

is presented to the Convention. But we know very well that if the report is agreed to before Tuesday 

no delegate will rest satisfied until he gets a copy, and the sooner every member gets a copy and the 

public know what the report is the better it will be. Therefore I think that my suggestion, which has 

been supported by the hon. member, Mr. Dibbs, is really the proper one. If the report cannot be drawn 

up before Tuesday then no harm will be done. If it is agreed upon before Tuesday, however, it should 

be handed to the President and copies furnished to members and to the press. The hon. member, Sir 

Samuel Griffith, has not said that immediately he brings forward the bill on Tuesday he will be 

prepared to explain it. 

 

Sir SAMUEL GRIFFITH: I should be sorry to do so before members are furnished with a copy 

of the report itself! 

 

Sir JOHN BRAY: I quite agree with the hon. member that it would not be reasonable to expect 

such a thing. Well, if the report is brought up on Tuesday afternoon, the press will publish it and make 

comments upon it before it is considered by the Convention. It seems to me that it would be more 

convenient if the report [start page 518] were handed to the press and the public as soon as it was 

agreed upon. I agree that until the report is definitely agreed upon the less said about it the better; 

otherwise I think we shall save time by publishing the report as soon as possible. 

 

Sir SAMUEL GRIFFITH: I hope that the hon. member, Mr. J. Forrest, will withdraw the motion. 

It must be remembered that the members of each delegation are in communication with their 

colleagues. I presume they consult each other. I know that I consult my colleagues from time to time-

not only those on the committee but also those who are not on the committee. If this committee 

proceeds as other committees do there will no doubt be three or four drafts of the report submitted 

before it is finally agreed upon. The nature of these drafts will no doubt be communicated to the 

members of each delegation so that they will know what is going on. They will not know the exact 

terms of the final report of course, because no one will know that until the report is agreed upon. I do 

not see any possibility of having the report drawn up in a complete form before Tuesday next, unless 

indeed all the members of the committee are willing to sit on Good Friday and Easter Monday, and 

possibly Sunday. 

 

Mr. LOTON: Does the hon. member mean the draft report or bill? 

 

Sir SAMUEL GRIFFITH: I mean the report in the form of a bill. The committee wish to bring 

up a bill that will commend itself to the Convention, and that will not require verbal amendment. It is 



a case in which the more haste the less speed. The careful revision must be done by a small 

committee, not by a large one. I hope the hon. member will withdraw the motion, and, as I have 

pointed out, he can ascertain all that it is desirable to know by other means. He will know what is 

going on, and he will be able to make suggestions to his colleagues on the committee. 

 

Sir GEORGE GREY: Before the motion is withdrawn I would like to express my own opinion 

that I really believe this difficulty has arisen entirely from the rule laid down that the committees 

should be secretly conducted. The more I think upon that subject the more satisfied I am that it was a 

mistake. Now, presuming that the argument was used that many members would be unwilling that the 

crude ideas which they had held should be made known to the public, they having altered them after 

argument in the committee. That very reason it seems to me would show that we have made a 

mistake. Again, an hon. member has said that it is quite possible, if this report were published before 

being submitted to the Convention, the press would publish adverse comments upon it, the effect of 

which we should never afterwards be able to get out of the public mind, or, at all events, not for a 

considerable time. That appeared to me to be a conclusive argument against the committees being 

conducted in secret; for if hon. members meeting in committee did in the first instance take mistaken 

views upon a subject, and then the reasoning in committee convinced them that they were wrong, so 

that they withdrew their opposition and adopted other views, if that were made known to the public, 

the public would have the same advantage of having wrong views confuted by proper argument. The 

public throughout the whole of Australasia would read those views on both sides of the question. The 

probability is that the particular wrong arguments which it is anticipated the press would use would 

have been discussed in Committee, and would have been confuted there; and the press therefore 

would never have instilled into the public mind ideas which members of the Convention could not 

afterwards eradicate. It seems to me that the whole subject would have been fairly discussed, as it 

were, in the presence of the whole of [start page 519] New Zealand and Australasia; that owing to the 

telegraphic communication to every part, the whole public of Australasia might really, as it were, 

have sat in the committee; and would have known every view that had been proposed; that certain 

views were confuted, and others adopted. Such information must have done the greatest possible good 

in educating the public mind with regard to their future constitution; and to deprive them of an 

advantage of that kind was a true misfortune to the public. Anything that might still bring the matter 

under discussion would be an advantage to the whole of Australasia, to every man, woman, and child 

in the country; and we should rather try to promote the spread of information of that kind than to keep 

back most necessary information to enable the public to make up their minds ultimately on the form 

of the constitution recommended for their adoption. All information which could enable them to do 

that should be freely and fully given now, as it ought to have been from the first. 

 

Mr. J. FORREST: As it appears that the members of the committees may communicate freely 

with their colleagues, my point will be gained in another way, and therefore, as it appears to be the 

wish of hon. members that the motion should not be put I desire to withdraw it. 

 

Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 

 

Motion (by Mr. ABBOTT) agreed to: That the Convention at its rising do adjourn until Tuesday 

next at 2.30 p.m. 

 

Convention adjourned at 11.57 a.m. 

 


